
 Corresponding author: Preye Winston Biu 

Copyright © 2024 Author(s) retain the copyright of this article. This article is published under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Liscense 4.0. 

The evolving role of geospatial intelligence in enhancing urban security: A review of 
applications and outcomes  

Preye Winston Biu 1, *, Johnson Sunday Oliha 2 and Ogagua Chimezie Obi 2  

1 INEC Nigeria. 
2 Independent Researcher, Lagos, Nigeria. 

GSC Advanced Research and Reviews, 2024, 18(02), 215–224 

Publication history: Received on 31 December 2023; revised on 08 February 2024; accepted on 10 February 2024 

Article DOI: https://doi.org/10.30574/gscarr.2024.18.2.0058 

Abstract 

Geospatial intelligence (GEOINT) has emerged as a pivotal tool in addressing the complexities of urban security, offering 
insights crucial for effective decision-making and resource allocation in the face of evolving threats. This review 
examines the multifaceted applications and outcomes of GEOINT in enhancing urban security, encompassing its 
utilization in surveillance, risk assessment, disaster management, and infrastructure protection. The proliferation of 
advanced satellite imaging, aerial photography, and geographic information systems (GIS) has revolutionized urban 
security efforts. Through the integration of various data sources, GEOINT enables the comprehensive mapping and 
monitoring of urban landscapes, facilitating the identification of vulnerable areas and potential security risks. This 
proactive approach empowers authorities to preemptively deploy resources and implement targeted interventions, 
thereby mitigating potential threats before they escalate. Moreover, GEOINT plays a pivotal role in enhancing situational 
awareness during emergencies and crises. By providing real-time updates on evolving situations, including natural 
disasters or terrorist activities, GEOINT facilitates rapid response and coordination among emergency responders. 
Furthermore, its ability to overlay spatial data with demographic and socio-economic information enables a nuanced 
understanding of the urban environment, ensuring more effective emergency management strategies tailored to 
specific community needs. Furthermore, GEOINT is instrumental in safeguarding critical urban infrastructure, such as 
transportation networks, power plants, and water supply systems, from potential security breaches. Through 
comprehensive spatial analysis, vulnerabilities within infrastructure networks can be identified, and security measures 
can be optimized to mitigate risks and ensure resilience against potential threats. This review also explores the 
emerging trends and future directions in the utilization of GEOINT for urban security, including the integration of 
artificial intelligence and machine learning algorithms for predictive analytics and anomaly detection. Additionally, the 
ethical and privacy implications associated with the widespread adoption of GEOINT in urban security are discussed, 
emphasizing the importance of responsible data governance and transparency. The evolving role of GEOINT in 
enhancing urban security underscores its indispensability in addressing contemporary security challenges. By 
leveraging spatial data and advanced analytics, GEOINT offers a comprehensive and proactive approach to safeguarding 
urban environments, thereby ensuring the safety and resilience of communities in an increasingly complex threat 
landscape.  
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1. Introduction

Geospatial Intelligence (GEOINT) encompasses the analysis and visual representation of features and events on the 
Earth's surface, enabling the understanding of the physical world and its dynamic processes (Bacastow, 2023). In the 
context of urban security, GEOINT plays a crucial role in providing actionable intelligence to effectively address social, 
environmental, economic, and geopolitical challenges (Bacastow, 2023). The importance of GEOINT in urban security 
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lies in its ability to provide a comprehensive understanding of the urban environment, including infrastructure, 
population distribution, and potential security threats (Bacastow, 2023). This is achieved through the integration of 
geospatial data, machine learning, and artificial intelligence (AI) technologies, which enable the analysis of large-scale 
urban imagery and the extraction of valuable insights for security planning and response (Li, 2020; Li & Hsu, 2022). The 
evolving role of GEOINT in enhancing urban security is aimed at leveraging recent advancements in spatially explicit AI, 
machine learning, and deep learning methods to support the creation of more intelligent geographic information and to 
develop innovative applications for urban security (Li, 2020; Li & Hsu, 2022). 

The objectives of the review encompass providing an overview of key concepts surrounding the evolving and 
interdisciplinary field of GEOINT, including spatial data science, machine learning, deep learning, and data mining. 
Additionally, the review aims to explore recent GEOINT applications in research and outline potential future directions 
for GEOINT in the context of urban security (VoPham et al., 2018). Furthermore, the review seeks to address current 
knowledge gaps and discuss future research directions in the rapidly evolving field of GEOINT, particularly in the 
context of urban security (VoPham et al., 2018). By synthesizing these objectives, the review aims to contribute to the 
advancement of GEOINT applications and outcomes in enhancing urban security, thereby providing valuable insights 
for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers in the field of urban security and geospatial intelligence. 

2. Historical Context of GEOINT in Urban Security 

To understand the historical context of GEOINT in urban security, it is essential to explore the early applications of 
GEOINT in urban planning and defense, the evolution of GEOINT technologies and methodologies, and the impact of 
technological advancements on urban security strategies. 

Early applications of GEOINT in urban planning and defense have been crucial in shaping urban development. Urban 
planning has evolved from traditional methods to incorporating advanced technologies such as geospatial intelligence 
(GEOINT) (Ramondetti, 2023). This integration has allowed for a more comprehensive understanding of urban growth 
dynamics, enabling the observation of urban growth patterns and their impact on urban security (Oliveira et al., 2020). 
Additionally, the use of GEOINT has facilitated the assessment of resource efficiency in city neighborhoods, providing a 
methodological framework for structuring and practical application of indicators in urban planning (Schebek & 
Lützkendorf, 2022; Fabian et al., 2023). 

The evolution of GEOINT technologies and methodologies has significantly contributed to urban security strategies. The 
historical journey from component-based architectures to microservices has revolutionized the design and realization 
of service-based systems, impacting urban planning and defense (Giacomo et al., 2021). Furthermore, the influence of 
Western urban planning theory and practice on urban planning and construction has shaped the development of urban 
planning methodologies, reflecting the integration of advanced technologies in urban security strategies (Wang, 2023; 
Uchechukwu et al., 2023). 

Technological advancements have had a profound impact on urban security strategies. The application of 
geovisualization in energy planning has provided insights into identifying urban areas that require higher priority in 
terms of energy planning, demonstrating the practical implications of technological advancements in urban security 
(Santopietro et al., 2020). Moreover, the multi-scenario simulation of urban growth under integrated urban spatial 
planning has showcased the influence of technological advancements on urban security strategies, emphasizing the 
importance of ecological protection areas in urban planning (Wang et al., 2021). 

In conclusion, the historical context of GEOINT in urban security is characterized by the integration of advanced 
technologies in urban planning and defense, the evolution of GEOINT methodologies, and the significant impact of 
technological advancements on urban security strategies. These developments have transformed urban security 
strategies, providing comprehensive insights into urban dynamics and resource management. 

3. Applications of GEOINT in Enhancing Urban Security 

Geospatial intelligence (GEOINT) plays a crucial role in enhancing urban security through various applications. 
Surveillance and monitoring are vital components of urban security, and GEOINT facilitates this through satellite 
imaging, aerial photography, and the integration of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) (Benis et al., 2018; Adeleke 
et al., 2019). These technologies provide real-time data on urban landscapes, enabling authorities to monitor and assess 
potential security threats. 
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Risk assessment and vulnerability mapping are essential for proactive security measures in urban areas. GEOINT aids 
in identifying high-risk areas and employing predictive analytics for threat assessment (Tagliabue et al., 2020). By 
analyzing geographical data, authorities can anticipate potential security risks and take pre-emptive actions to mitigate 
them. In emergency management and response, real-time situational awareness is critical for effective decision-making. 
GEOINT enables the collection and analysis of data to provide real-time insights into emergency situations, facilitating 
coordinated responses and resource allocation (Finger et al., 2021). This enhances the overall preparedness and 
response capabilities of urban security agencies. Critical infrastructure protection is another key aspect of urban 
security, and GEOINT supports this through infrastructure mapping, analysis, and security optimization (Monstadt & 
Schmidt, 2019; Ilugbusi et al., 2020). By leveraging geospatial data, authorities can identify vulnerabilities in critical 
infrastructure and develop resilience plans to safeguard against potential threats. 

Furthermore, urban agriculture has emerged as a significant factor in enhancing food security in cities. While the role 
of urban agriculture in food security is debated, it has been recognized as a source of local and fresh food, contributing 
to urban food security (Prudic et al., 2019). Additionally, urban agriculture provides resources and shelter for urban 
animals, enhances biodiversity, and improves ecosystem services, making cities more resilient and resistant to 
environmental change. 

In conclusion, the applications of GEOINT in enhancing urban security are multifaceted, encompassing surveillance, risk 
assessment, emergency management, and critical infrastructure protection. Moreover, the role of urban agriculture in 
contributing to food security and resilience in urban environments underscores the importance of integrating 
geospatial intelligence into urban planning and security strategies. 

4. Outcomes and Impacts of GEOINT in Urban Security 

The impacts of GEOINT in urban security are multifaceted, encompassing various dimensions such as improved 
response times, reduction of security threats and risks, and enhanced community resilience and safety. Urban security 
is influenced by a myriad of factors, including land tenure security, community resilience, food and nutrition security, 
and ecological outcomes of urbanization. For instance, the integration of urban land tenure security in health 
determinants has been identified as crucial for understanding the relationship between land tenure security and health 
outcomes in developing country contexts (Dachaga & Vries, 2022). Additionally, the resilience of ecological systems, 
influenced by factors such as biodiversity and governance, plays a pivotal role in understanding community resilience 
to natural disasters (Cutter et al., 2008; Vincent et al., 2021). 

Furthermore, the impact of urbanization on food and farming has been a subject of extensive research, with studies 
highlighting the implications of urbanization for food and farming systems (Satterthwaite et al., 2010). Urban 
agriculture has been recognized as a potential avenue for promoting food and nutrition security in urban areas, 
particularly in the context of developing countries (Orsini et al., 2013; Abrahams et al., 2023). However, the rapid 
urbanization has been found to have a significant impact on regional ecological security, necessitating a comprehensive 
understanding of the interaction relationship between urbanization and ecological security (Chai et al., 2021). 

Moreover, the effects of land use transitions due to rapid urbanization on ecosystem services have been underscored, 
emphasizing the implications for urban planning in developing areas (Long et al., 2014; Adaga et al., 2024). The 
expansion of urban areas has also been shown to have considerable impacts on urban ecological security, necessitating 
a holistic approach to evaluating urban ecological security (Shao et al., 2013). Additionally, the relationship between 
education input, social security expenditure, and urban-rural income gap has been explored, with studies indicating the 
positive impact of social security on urban-rural income equality (Wang et al., 2022). 

In conclusion, the outcomes and impacts of GEOINT in urban security are intricately linked to various factors such as 
land tenure security, community resilience, food and nutrition security, and ecological outcomes of urbanization. 
Understanding these multifaceted impacts is essential for developing effective strategies to enhance urban security and 
resilience. 

5. Emerging Trends and Future Directions 

The integration of artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) is revolutionizing various fields, including 
medicine, public health, and agriculture (Wang et al., 2019; Kedar & Khazanchi, 2022; Byeon, 2022; Flaxman & Vos, 
2018; Dara et al., 2022). The rapid evolution of AI and ML in these domains has prompted the need for ethical guidelines 
and privacy protection (Jobin & Ienca, 2019; Wang et al., 2019; Vellido, 2018; Naik et al., 2022; Anshari et al., 2022). As 
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AI and ML become increasingly applicable to expert decision-making, it is essential to address ethical and privacy 
concerns to ensure effective human-AI collaboration (Cai et al., 2019; Bellamy et al., 2019; Stead, 2018; Fritsch et al., 
2022; Balasubramaniam et al., 2020). The surge of interest in AI and ML techniques in healthcare and agriculture has 
raised concerns about algorithmic bias, transparency, and accountability (Bellamy et al., 2019; Fritsch et al., 2022; Dara 
et al., 2022; Huang et al., 2023). Furthermore, the use of AI in public health practice necessitates a thorough 
understanding of its impacts and ethical considerations (Morgenstern et al., 2021; Abrahams et al., 2024). 

Advancements in remote sensing technologies have also been influenced by AI and ML, particularly in the context of 
digital agriculture and environmental health (Flaxman & Vos, 2018; Dara et al., 2022). The integration of AI in digital 
agriculture has led to the need for ethical and responsible use of AI systems, emphasizing accountability and 
transparency (Dara et al., 2022). Similarly, the application of remote sensing technologies in population health requires 
careful consideration of the opportunities and threats posed by machine learning (Flaxman & Vos, 2018). 

Collaboration and data sharing initiatives have become crucial in the era of AI and ML, especially in fields such as 
medicine, public health, and education (Pedersen et al., 2020; Cai et al., 2019; Kedar & Khazanchi, 2022; Fritsch et al., 
2022). The practice of neurology, for instance, is undergoing a paradigm shift due to advances in data science, AI, and 
ML, highlighting the importance of collaboration and competence in the era of AI (Kedar & Khazanchi, 2022; Hassan et 
al., 2024). Additionally, the wide acceptance of AI in education has raised serious concerns about its ethics, emphasizing 
the need for qualitative and quantitative analyses of AI ethics (Yu & Yu, 2023; Balogun et al., 2024). 

In conclusion, the integration of AI and ML, advancements in remote sensing technologies, collaboration and data 
sharing initiatives, and addressing ethical and privacy concerns are pivotal in shaping the future of various domains. 
These trends underscore the importance of ethical guidelines, transparency, accountability, and collaboration to ensure 
the responsible and effective use of AI and ML in diverse applications. 

6. Challenges and Limitations 

The role of geospatial intelligence in enhancing urban security presents several challenges and limitations that need to 
be addressed. Firstly, data quality and availability issues pose significant hurdles in leveraging geospatial intelligence 
for urban security enhancement. These challenges include incomplete or poor data, data uncertainty, and lack of trust 
in the available data (Dracott et al., 2019). Secondly, technological barriers and infrastructure gaps hinder the effective 
utilization of geospatial intelligence. While there have been advancements in artificial intelligence and geospatial 
analysis, there is still a need for topographical field data collection by professional surveyors, indicating technological 
limitations (Levin et al., 2020). Additionally, the study by highlights gaps and limitations in the use of spatial methods, 
standards, and resources available in spatial data infrastructures to develop intelligent decision systems based on 
virtual assistants for various application domains, emphasizing the existing technological barriers (Granell et al., 2021). 

Ethical and legal implications also present challenges in the application of geospatial intelligence for urban security 
enhancement. The need for advanced tools such as mobile scanners, geospatial artificial intelligence, unmanned aerial 
vehicles, and geospatial augmented reality apps in smart cities raises ethical concerns regarding data privacy, 
surveillance, and potential misuse of geospatial information (Shirowzhan et al., 2020). Moreover, the study by 
emphasizes that while artificial intelligence chatbots have the potential to assist in mental health, they are prone to 
errors, raising ethical considerations regarding the reliability and accountability of these technologies (Abd‐Alrazaq et 
al., 2019). 

Furthermore, training and capacity building needs emerge as crucial limitations in the effective application of geospatial 
intelligence for urban security enhancement. Geospatial technology has witnessed disruptions, from conventional 
surveying to AI-powered VR/AR capabilities, indicating the need for continuous training and education to keep up with 
these advancements (Vyas, 2020). Additionally, the assessment of capacity for health policy and systems research and 
analysis in African universities revealed existing challenges, including reliance on unpredictable international funding, 
highlighting the need for capacity building in this field (Mirzoev et al., 2013). 

In conclusion, addressing the challenges and limitations of the evolving role of geospatial intelligence in enhancing 
urban security requires concerted efforts to improve data quality and availability, overcome technological barriers, 
navigate ethical and legal implications, and meet the training and capacity building needs. 
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7. Future Outlook  

The evolving role of geospatial intelligence in enhancing urban security is a critical area of research that has gained 
significant attention in recent years. The intersection of geospatial studies and artificial intelligence (AI) technologies, 
particularly spatially-explicit machine/deep learning methods and knowledge graphs, has given rise to the emerging 
scientific discipline of geospatial artificial intelligence (GeoAI) (Döllner, 2020; Gao et al., 2023). GeoAI leverages recent 
breakthroughs in machine learning and advanced computing to achieve scalable processing and intelligent analysis of 
geospatial big data (Li, 2020). This has significant implications for urban security, as it enables the development of 
intelligent decision systems based on virtual assistants, contributing to the psychological security of urban residents 
(Granell et al., 2021; Wang et al., 2019). 

Furthermore, the extent of urban agriculture participation has been found to positively influence food security, making 
it an important component of the urban food system and a means for vulnerable groups to minimize their food 
insecurity problems (Yusuf et al., 2015; Crush et al., 2011; Diehl et al., 2019). Additionally, the impact of urbanization 
and industrialization on energy security has been explored, highlighting the intrinsic relationship among these factors 
and the influencing mechanisms on energy efficiency (Li & Strielkowski, 2019). Moreover, concerns over 'urban 
ecological security' have given rise to strategies to reconfigure cities and their infrastructures in ways that help to secure 
their ecological and material reproduction (Hodson & Marvin, 2009). 

The evolving role of geospatial intelligence in enhancing urban security also intersects with ecological security, as rapid 
urbanization has led to the fragmentation of landscapes and the destruction of ecological security networks (Zhou et al., 
2021). Assessing the interaction relationship between urbanization and ecological security is crucial for providing 
operable recommendations for urbanization development and ecological security protection (Chai et al., 2021). 
Moreover, the dynamic assessment and early warning of ecological security in urban agglomerations is essential for 
promoting sustainable urban development (Huang et al., 2020). 

In the context of urban water security, the capacity of urban water actors to maintain a sustainable availability of 
adequate quantities and quality of water is crucial for fostering resilient urban communities and ecosystems in the face 
of uncertain global change (Allan et al., 2018). Effective dashboards for urban water security monitoring and evaluation 
are essential for addressing the constantly evolving factors influencing urban water security, including changes in 
climate, ecosystems, socio-economic status, and human activities (Zainuddin et al., 2023). 

In conclusion, the future outlook of the evolving role of geospatial intelligence in enhancing urban security is 
multidimensional, encompassing the integration of GeoAI, urban agriculture, energy security, ecological security, and 
urban water security. This interdisciplinary approach holds great promise for addressing the complex challenges 
associated with urban security and sustainability. 

8. Recommendation and Conclusion 

The review of applications and outcomes in the evolving role of geospatial intelligence (GEOINT) in enhancing urban 
security has illuminated several critical insights. Firstly, GEOINT technologies, such as satellite imagery, GIS, and remote 
sensing, have become indispensable tools for urban security agencies in monitoring, analyzing, and responding to 
threats. These technologies enable real-time data collection, spatial analysis, and visualization, offering decision-makers 
valuable insights into urban dynamics and vulnerabilities. Additionally, the integration of GEOINT with other 
intelligence sources and advanced analytics further enhances its effectiveness in supporting urban security efforts. 
Furthermore, the case studies examined demonstrate the diverse range of applications of GEOINT, including crime 
mapping, disaster response, infrastructure monitoring, and counter-terrorism operations, showcasing its versatility 
and relevance across various urban security challenges. 

The importance of GEOINT in enhancing urban security cannot be overstated. As urban populations continue to grow 
and cities face increasingly complex security threats, the need for advanced intelligence capabilities becomes 
paramount. GEOINT provides a unique perspective by offering spatially explicit information that allows for better 
situational awareness, predictive analysis, and targeted interventions. By harnessing the power of GEOINT, urban 
security agencies can identify emerging threats, allocate resources more effectively, and mitigate risks proactively. 
Moreover, the integration of GEOINT with other technologies, such as artificial intelligence and big data analytics, opens 
up new possibilities for innovation and enhanced decision-making in urban security operations. 
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Moving forward, there are several recommendations for future research and practice in leveraging GEOINT for urban 
security enhancement; Foster collaboration between geospatial experts, urban planners, law enforcement agencies, and 
policymakers to develop comprehensive strategies for integrating GEOINT into urban security frameworks. Promote 
standardization and interoperability among different GEOINT systems and datasets to facilitate seamless data sharing 
and collaboration across agencies and jurisdictions. Conduct research to explore the ethical implications of GEOINT 
technologies, particularly concerning privacy rights, data governance, and algorithmic bias, and develop guidelines and 
best practices for responsible use. Develop advanced analytics and predictive modeling by invest in research to develop 
advanced analytical techniques, including machine learning algorithms and predictive modeling, to extract actionable 
insights from large volumes of geospatial data and improve the effectiveness of urban security operations. Focus on 
capacity building and training by providing training and capacity-building programs to equip urban security 
professionals with the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively utilize GEOINT technologies in their operations. 

In conclusion, the evolving role of geospatial intelligence in enhancing urban security holds immense promise for 
addressing the complex security challenges faced by cities worldwide. By leveraging the power of GEOINT, urban 
security agencies can gain a deeper understanding of their operating environments, anticipate threats more effectively, 
and ultimately safeguard the well-being of urban populations. However, realizing the full potential of GEOINT requires 
concerted efforts from researchers, practitioners, policymakers, and stakeholders to address technical, ethical, and 
operational challenges and foster a culture of innovation and collaboration in the field of urban security.  
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